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treatment of the Princess Mary principally troubled
her.    She herself, she said, was not going to execu-
tion by  the  divine judgment for  what she  had
been accused of,, but for having planned the death
of   the   Princess.     And   so,   in   alternate   prayer
and  light  chatter,   passed  Anne's  last  night   on
earth, and at nine o'clock on the spring morning of
the i gth May she was led forth to the courtyard
within   the Tower, where  a  group  of  gentlemen,
including Cromwell and  the  Dukes of Richmond
and Suffolk, stood on or close to a low scaffold or
staging reached  by four steps from the  ground.
Anne was dressed in grey damask trimmed with
fur, over a crimson petticoat, and cut low at the
neck, so as to offer no impediment to the execu-
tioner's steel; and for the same reason the brown
hair was dressed high in a net  under  the  pearl-
bordered   coif.    Kept   back   by   guards   to   some
little  distance  from  the  platform  stood  a  large
crowd of spectators, who had flocked in at the heels
of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs; though foreigners
had been rigidly excluded.1

When Anne had ascended the steps she re-
ceived permission to say a few words; and followed
the tradition of not complaining against the King's
justice which had condemned her. She had not
come thither to preach, she said, but to die, though
she was not guilty of the particular crimes for
which she had been condemned. When, however,
she began to speak of Jane Seymour being the

1 The curious gossip, Antonio de Guaras, a Spaniard, says that he got
into the fortress overnight. Constantine gives also a good account of the
execution, varying little from that of Guaras. The Portuguese account
used by Lingard and Fronde confirms them.